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of a still unconscious fertility. It is indeed a true and
undeniable experience of divinity, the transcending power
of which blots out and consumes everything individual; it
is a real communion with life and with impersonal fate.
The individual will holding to its own integrity is broken;
the woman becomes a mother; the man a father, and thus
both are robbed of freedom and made instruments of onward
striving life.
The relationship remains within the boundaries of the
biological, instinctive goal, the preservation of the species;
and since this goal is of a collective nature, to that degree
also, the psychological connexion between the husband and
wife is essentially of a collective nature and cannot be regarded
as an individual relationship, in the psychological sense.
We can only speak of the latter, that is, of an individual
relationship, when the nature of the unconscious motivation
is recognized and the original identity thoroughly dissolved.
Seldom, or perhaps never, does a marriage develop into
an individual relationship smoothly and without crises;
there is no coming to consciousness without pain.
The ways that lead to consciousness are many, but they
follow certain laws. In general, the change begins with the
setting, in of the second half of life; the middle of life being
a time of supreme psychological importance. The child
begins its psychological life within very narrow limits, within
the magic circle of the mother and the family. With
developing maturity, the horizon and the spheres of one's
own influence are widened; hope and intention are
focused upon increasing the domains of personal power and
property; desire reaches out to the world with an ever
widening range; the will of the individual becomes more
and more identical with the natural goals of the unconscious
motivations. Thus to a certain degree man breathes his life
into things, until finally they begin to live of themselves and to
increase, and imperceptibly he is over-grown by them.
Mothers are overtaken by their children, men by their
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